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Afghanistan once flourished. It was a beautiful country with rolling hills and mountains, abounding with freedom, and opportunity. Today, Afghanistan remains a shell of its former beauty. Over 25 years of war has led to the destruction of the beautiful landscapes, loss of life, malnutrition, a large refugee population, weak economy, and a struggling government. The following essay will examine the history of the Afghan state, the current problems it faces and why Afghan orphans need assistance. 

 Afghanistan literally translates to “land of the Afghans” (Qazi, 2010). The population of the state was estimated to be around 32 million people in 2007, according to Afghanistan Online. The mountainous state, bordered by Pakistan to the southeast and Iran to the west, serves as the gateway to Central Asia. The treacherous Hindu Kush Mountains rise along the western border of the state. Afghanistan has a heterogeneous population of four main ethnic groups:  Pashtoons, Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks (Qazi, 2010). The national languages are Pashto and Dari, or Afghan Persian (Qazi, 2010). Like Iranians, the vast majority of Afghans are Persian—a distinctly different ethnicity from Arabic.  
In the year 652, Arabs introduced Islam to the Persian people, an event that would change the course of the region’s history (Afghan-Web, 2009). Throughout history, the land of the Afghans has experienced many wars. Numerous empires have tried to conquer the land, but they never fully succeeded and eventually lost control of the land after a few decades. Today, the land continues to be ravaged by invasions, which began with the Soviet Union invasion of 1979 and continued with the United States invasion in 2001. The battle to remove the Taliban (a radically fundamental branch of Islam, Wahhabi) from control over the state began when the U.S. invaded in 2001 in response to the terror attacks of September 11, 2001. The attacks were blamed on the terror group Al Qaeda, but the actual source of the attack has been debated. Then, with the help of the United Nations and the U.S., the new constitution of Afghanistan was written in 2004 (Qazi, 2010). The state is now an Islamic Republic with a popularly elected President, two Vice Presidents, and a National Assembly with two houses (Qazi, 2010). The current President is Hamid Karzai, elected in October 2004. 
Since the invasion in 2001, Afghanistan continues to rebuild all sectors of society after decades of war. However, improvements do not occur overnight. Joe Havely of CNN News wrote an article, in 2002, about the “Failed State” of Afghanistan (Havely, 2002). He said,
 “After more than two decades of war, Afghanistan is a state in ruins. Pictures of towns and cities reduced to rubble have become a familiar image of the Central Asian nation. More difficult to capture in a photograph, however, is Afghanistan’s shatter social and political structure, torn apart by years of bitter conflict” (Havely, 2002). 

At the time he wrote the article, it had been one year since the U.S. invasion and the situation had drastically declined. Though millions of dollars were poured into the state by the UN and NGOs, little repair or improvement was noticeable (Havely, 2002). The appointment of an interim president, Hamid Karzai, and the rewriting of a constitution were all the tangible evidence to be had of any improvements. 

Even today, war and political instability cripple the state making it one of the poorest in the world. Thus Afghanistan relies heavily upon foreign aid for infrastructural rebuilding (Qazi, 2010). A new government attempts to maintain control and establish sustainable peace, but it faces challenges such as rebuilding democratic institutions, and providing security to the people.  Furthermore, the economy continues to suffer because it depends upon agriculture as the main source of income. Since drought has also ravaged the land in the past few years, the usual income from agriculture has drastically decreased. Typically the land supports enough food production for the people, and also provides a surplus for exports. The droughts and war have forced close to 3 million people to die or be displaced from their homes (UN Refugee Agency). Now close to 80 percent of the rural population lives hand-to-mouth without surplus for income, impairing the growth of an exchange economy (Zaib, 2010). Illiteracy rates are high due to the lack of funding for educational services. Poor health services, crumbling infrastructure and wars have decreased the life expectancy to 40 years for men and 43 years for women (Afghan-Web, 2009). 
In order to maintain peace and stability and rebuild the state, education of future generations is a main focus. In a 2009 article from the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Zarghona, a teacher for 35 years said, “If we want Afghanistan to be a prosperous country we should make sure Afghan women are fully engaged in the development process of the country. A country destroyed by decades of civil war will not stand on its own feet if half of its population, women, are inactive. Hence women and girls need to be educated” (Waak, 2009). Only 18 percent of Afghan women are estimated to be literate. After the fall of the Taliban government in 2001, women may reenter schools and begin to read. Men, more often than women, are able to read, but they took do not have the same opportunities that they did before the decades of war began. Education plays a vital role in rebuilding the state, but lack of funding impedes equal opportunity to receive an education. 
Finally, the large population of orphans in Afghanistan need assistance because of they are a part of the generation that will be rebuilding the damaged state. Nutrition, education, housing and encouragement help street children to rise above their circumstances and succeed. Orphanages in Afghanistan struggle to provide for children due to lack of funding. Organizations like Global Point Afghanistan try to provide children with a home, food, vocational training and a family, but cannot offer their services to many children because of decreased funding. Without donations, it is difficult for those organizations to survive especially during times of economic distress, war and government transition. 
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